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“THE FINAL GLORY OF THIS
HOUSE WILL BE GREATER THAN
THE FIRST,” SAYS THE LORD
OF ARMIES. “1 WILL PROVIDE
PEACE IN THIS PLACE”— THIS
IS THE DECLARATION OF
THE LORD OF ARMIES.
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For nearly 70 years, God has been faithful to First Baptist
Church Gulf Breeze. Through generations of faithful believers,
God has used our church to proclaim His Word, make disciples,
serve our community, and be a place where people experience
His love and live in His grace.

We stand today because others before us trusted God with
their time, their talents, and their resources. They invested
in a future they would not fully see—but because of their
faithfulness, we are here.

Now God has placed before us an opportunity to faithfully
steward what He has entrusted to us.

The prophet Haggai challenged God's people to look beyond
their circumstances and remember their calling. They were
rebuilding the temple, but God was really rebuilding their
hearts. Their work was about more than a building project.
It was about forging a legacy of faithful witnesses for the
future generations who would encounter God's presence.

The same is true for us.
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As we renovate our worship center and fellowship hall,
prepare for future needs, and address deferred maintenance,
we are investing in a place where people can encounter the
love of Christ, grow in His grace, and be equipped to serve
His Kingdom.

We are honoring the past.

We are stewarding the present.
We are building toward the future
God has prepared.

Dn. f/m Vickens




Every church has a beginning. Ours
began with a simple conviction—a
gospel witness was needed in

Gulf Breeze.

------

In 1955, Dr. Tucker and the
congregation of Billory Baptist ¥
Church in Navarre held a tent revival
in our community with the prayer of
planting a new church. What began
beneath the shade of oak trees at
the Futrell home soon moved into the
home of Graham and Elizabeth
Renfroe, where a small group of
believers gathered to worship, study
God's Word, and pray together.
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As the congregation grew, they
relocated to the Benson Building
along Highway 98. Through the
partnership of Billory Baptist Church %
and the Florida Baptist Convention,
a permanent place of worship was
constructed. With its completion,
First Baptist Church Gulf Breeze
was officially established

as a congregation.

Like many churches, our early years
brought challenges. Financial
realities required the church to
return to mission status for a season.
Yet God was not finished with His
work. Brownsville Baptist Church in
Pensacola faithfully invested in this
young congregation, and in 1957,
Rev. Haylock became our first pastor.
Through the generosity and
encouragement of fellow believers,
God strengthened the foundation of
what would become a thriving church
for generations to come.

From the very beginning, First
Baptist Gulf Breeze has understood
that healthy churches do more than
grow—they send.

In 1962, under the leadership of Rev.
Robert Glass, our church planted
Santa Rosa Shores Baptist Church.
That work would eventually lead to
the planting of First Baptist Church
Navarre in 1985, extending the reach
of the gospel across our region.

OQur commitment to multiplication
has continued through the years as
we have partnered with churches
and ministries to advance the
Kingdom of God.
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As God continued to bless the
ministry, our facilities expanded to
meet the needs of a growing
congregation. In 1973, our current
Worship Center was completed and
dedicated to the glory of God.
Through subsequent generations, our
church family stepped forward in faith
through the Venture in Faith capital
campaign in 1981 and additional
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Li‘ and 20071, including the construction
e | of the Renfroe Building—named in

honor of Graham and Elizabeth
Renfroe, whose hospitality and faith
played such an important role in the
birth of our church.

OQur campus has never been merely

a place for Sunday worship. It has
served our community by housing
Pensacola Beach Elementary School

" and Santa Rosa Community Preschool,
opening our doors to children,
families, and neighbors while
demonstrating the love of Christ

in practical ways.

God has also expanded our vision
far beyond Gulf Breeze. Through
partnerships in New York,
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, North
Dakota, New Hampshire, Ohio,
England, and Guatemala, our
members have faithfully served,
supported missionaries, and
answered God's call to the mission
field. We have ministered through
Florida Baptist Disaster Relief in
times of crisis and helped establish
- Misiéon Casa under the leadership of
- Pastor Gabriel Vargas, extending the
gospel to our Spanish-speaking
community.

Looking back, one truth is
unmistakable: God has always been
faithful. He was faithful in our
beginnings. He was faithful through
seasons of uncertainty. He was
faithful as churches were planted,
missionaries were sent, buildings
were constructed, and lives were
transformed by the gospel. Yet this
story is not only about God's
faithfulness. It is also about the
faithfulness of His people.

Generation after generation,

ordinary men and women prayed, gave
sacrificially, served faithfully, and
trusted God with a future they would
never fully see. Because of their
generosity, resilience, and unwavering
commitment to Christ, we enjoy the
blessings of this church today. Their
faithfulness has become our legacy.
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For seventy years, First Baptist Church Gulf Breeze has been
guided by a simple mission: helping people experience God's
love and live in His grace. Every generation has faithfully
stewarded what God entrusted to them so the next generation
could hear the gospel.

Today, we have the opportunity to do the same.

Throughout our history, those who came before us never built
only for themselves. They built because they believed God was
still calling people to Himself. They invested because they
believed the church's greatest days were not behind them,

but ahead. Their faithfulness created spaces where children
learned the Bible, families found hope, missionaries were sent,
churches were planted, and countless people came to faith in
Jesus Christ.

Because of their sacrifice, hundreds of people have
professed faith in Christ and followed Him in baptism. Lives
have been transformed, families restored, leaders equipped,
and the gospel proclaimed throughout our community and
around the world.

We believe God is not finished writing that story.

As we look toward the future, we recognize that faithful
stewardship requires faithful preparation. Every home requires
care, and every ministry facility must be periodically renewed
so it can continue serving those who walk through its doors.
This initiative will allow us to renovate our Worship Center,
creating a welcoming environment that reflects the hospitality
of Christ and provides an excellent setting for worship,
discipleship, and ministry for years to come.

At the same time, we are preparing for significant future
needs by setting aside resources to replace aging HVAC
systems and the Worship Center roof. Rather than allowing
these necessary expenses to become overwhelming burdens in
the years ahead, we have the opportunity to address them
wisely today. By planning ahead and reducing the impact of
future deferred maintenance, we can right-size our budget
and devote more of our resources to what matters most—the
mission God has given us.

Why does that matter?
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Because every dollar redirected for emergencies repairs is
another dollar that could help someone hear the gospel.

It means continuing to serve alongside our local schools,
providing encouragement, practical support, and a faithful
Christian witness to students, teachers, and families. It means
strengthening our partnerships in our own community while
continuing to send teams and support missions across our
nation and around the world. It means remaining ready to
answer God's call if He leads us to plant another church, just
as He has used First Baptist Gulf Breeze to multiply gospel
ministry throughout our history.

This is who we have always been.

We were planted because faithful believers looked beyond
themselves and believed Gulf Breeze needed a gospel witness.
We planted churches because we believed every community
deserves a faithful church. We have invested in missions
because we believe every nation deserves to hear the good
news of Jesus Christ.

That same calling remains unchanged.

This campaign is not about renovating a building. It is about
renewing our commitment to the mission God has entrusted
to us. It is about stewarding today's resources so tomorrow's
generations can experience God's love, hear His Word, and

find new life in Christ.

The prophet Haggai reminded God's people that their work was
about more than rebuilding a temple. Through their obedience,
God was preparing a future they could scarcely imagine. In the
same way, our faithfulness today will bless people we may
never meet this side of heaven.

We cannot know every life that will be changed because of the
investments we make today. But we know this: God has been
faithful in every chapter of our story, and we believe He is
leading us into another season of gospel impact.

As we honor the past, we do so with our eyes fixed on the
future. We are trusting that the God who planted this church,
sustained this church, and has faithfully used this church for
nearly seventy years will continue to do immeasurably more
than all we ask or imagine for His glory.
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The greatest investments are not measured only by what we build. They are
measured by the lives changed because people encounter Jesus.

My grandparents were charter members of this church in the late 1950s, and | was
born and raised here. | had loving, godly parents and grandparents who taught me
about Jesus from an early age. By the time | was seven or eight, | understood that
| was a sinner and that only Jesus could provide salvation through His death on the
cross. This church has been a tremendous part of my life and my family's Christian
journey. | even met my wife, Rita, through Vacation Bible School here at First
Baptist. God has been so faithful, and | am grateful for the way this church has
impacted generations of our family. My hope is that this church will continue to
grow—not simply in numbers, but in lives transformed into the likeness of Jesus
Christ. | pray that we will continue to share the gospel, grow in grace, and love
Jesus faithfully for generations to come.

“I remember hearing my mother-in-law talk about the early days of the church,
when the Renfroe family opened their home to be used as a place of worship. It
thrilled her to know that God was using their home in those early days to help
establish this church. Years later, that same spirit of serving others continued
through the Renfroe Building, which was built to give our youth a place to gather
and to serve the needs of our community. Whether providing a place for students
to practice, opening its doors to families evacuating during a hurricane, or simply
giving our church a place to gather and serve, that building has been used for
God's purposes. | often think how proud my in-laws would be to see how God has
continued to use what began with a small gathering in their home. They started
with a little building over there—and now look what we have."

As we began looking closely at our facilities, we discovered years of deferred
maintenance and significant needs—from aging air conditioners and electrical
systems to the roof, sanctuary, and other areas of our campus. But what has been most
remarkable has not simply been the needs we have discovered; it has been the way

our church family has responded. As projects were identified, people stepped forward
and said, "l can do that.” Others gave generously from their hard-earned resources to
help make these improvements possible. Ideas emerged from conversations throughout
the church, including the Legacy Room—which has helped us remember and celebrate
our history. Before we even began a formal capital campaign, our church family had
already given generously toward these projects. We have seen again and again that
when God's people recognize a need, they respond with generosity, service, and faith.
Now we have an opportunity to build on that faithfulness by establishing a better way
to plan and prepare for the future God has entrusted to us.

There was a time when my wife and | realized we had gotten far away from God.
We knew we needed to get our lives back in order and began trusting Him again.
Almost immediately, | lost my job and found myself looking for another. When God
provided a new job, it came with a pay cut. Yet we had committed to trust God, and
we began tithing again after 15 years. Even with a smaller paycheck and greater
commitment to giving, God took care of us. Looking back, | can see that He was
faithful even when we were not. When we finally turned back to Him and trusted
Him with our lives and our finances, He gave us more than we could have asked for.
| can honestly say that with a smaller paycheck, | have more satisfaction at home,
and God has made sure that we have not done without. He is faithful.







RENOVATE

WORSHIP CENTER
IMPROVEMENTS

FELLOWSHIP HALL
IMPROVEMENTS

STEWARD

REDUCE FUTURE
BUDGET PRESSURES
BY ADDRESSING
DEFERRED
MAINTENANCE NOW

The Fosthul dhititio

OUR GOAL:
$500,000

Through this initiative,
we are trusting God to provide
the resources needed to:

PREPARE

FUTURE HVAC
REPLACEMENT

FUTURE WORSHIP
CENTER ROOF
REPLACEMENT

WELCOME

CREATE AN
ENVIRONMENT THAT
REFLECTS THE
HOSPITALITY AND
LOVE OF CHRIST TO
OUR COMMUNITY

HY FAITHFUL? WHY NOW?

¥ church has moments when it must ask:
e faithfully steward what God has given us?”

ilities have served us well, but years of ministry
have created needs that must be addressed.

his is not simply about maintaining a building. It is
about preparing a place where ministry can continue to

the next generation and beyond.



YOUR INVITATION TO JOIN US

We are asking everyone at First Baptist Church Gulf Breeze

part of the mission God has given us. We believe that God 4
finished writing our story of gospel impact, and our fait
today will bless people we may never meet this side of
As you examine your heart, ask: How is God calling
His purposes first in my life during this campg

PRAY

Will you join us in praying for
spiritual renewal in our hearts
and that God's purposes will be
our highest priority?

SERVE

Will you serve alongside our
church family, responding in
obedience to join God in the
work He is doing here?

athw

OCCASIONAL GIVER

Someone who gives occasionally to
support specific missional efforts, like
Lottie Moon or Annie Armstrong.

GIVE

Will you give sacrificially
above your regular offerings,
investing in a legacy of faith

for future generations?

INITIAL GIVER

Someone who decides to give
for the first time to the mission and
ministry of First Baptist Gulf Breeze.

CONSISTENT GIVER

Someone who gives to First Baptist
Gulf Breeze in an ongoing, regular way.
We refer to these kinds of gifts as a tithe.
At this point you are faithfully giving
to support the Kingdom of God
through the local church.

SACRIFICIAL GIVER

Someone who recognizes the generosity
of God and is fully surrendered to Him. All
we have has been entrusted to us by the

Lord and you are seeking to honor Him

as needs arise. This person is looking for
ways to invest in the Kingdom of God.
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FAITHFUL PRIORITIES

PUTTING GOD FIRST
HAGGAI 1:1-11

QUESTIONS & DISCUSSION

What might they cite to justify delaying the temple's rebuilding? How do
we make similar excuses for neglecting God's call?

What does verse 6 reveal about the hearts of God's people? Have you
ever been frustrated by sowing much and reaping little?

What are some ways we can unintentionally prioritize our own comfort,

wants, or financial goals over God's work?

What do you think our church facilities communicate to our community
about what we value as a church?

Haggai challenged the people to sacrifice and serve so that God's house
would be rebuilt and His name honored. What sacrifices might God be
asking of us individually and collectively as we seek to prepare FBCGB
for the next generation?




MONDAY

SCRIPTURE FOR REFLECTION:
Psalm 1

Delight in the Lord today, meditate on his Word and ask the Lord to
give you ears to hear him and what it means to find delight in Him.

TUESDAY

SCRIPTURE FOR REFLECTION:
Psalm 51:1-10

Ask the Lord to examine your heart and mind as well as the hearts
and minds of his people in the church, that our hearts would be
aligned with our actions.

WEDNESDAY

SCRIPTURE FOR REFLECTION:
Ezra 3:11 + James 1:2-4

Spend some time today giving thanks to the Lord. Thank Him
for the challenges present in your life.

THURSDAY

SCRIPTURE FOR REFLECTION:
Exodus 33:12-23

Ask the Father to teach you his way, that you would know him,
and His glory would be revealed to you.

FRIDAY

SCRIPTURE FOR REFLECTION:
1 Corinthians 11:1

Pray that you will take advantage of opportunities to serve within
the community this week.

13
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FAITHFUL LABOR

JOINING GOD’S WORK
HAGGAI 1:12-15

QUESTIONS & DISCUSSION

How can we reconcile hardship in our lives coming from the Lord?
What in your life is a hurdle to obeying the Lord? (v.12)

The children of Israel often repent and eventually fall back into sinful
habits. How can we overcome our tendency to wander?

What elements of repentance do you see in the scriptures?

God shows his presence with his people through the words, “I am with
you, declares the Lord" (v. 13). This presence isn't based on Israel's
obedience in building the temple but motivates it. How does this
dynamic reflect our obedience today?

Haggai 1:14 says the Lord roused the spirit of Zerubbabel and all the
remnant of the people. How has God awakened your spirit to participate
in his work?




MONDAY

SCRIPTURE FOR REFLECTION:
Exodus 3:14-15

Reflect on the Name of God: The Great "Il AM." Thank Him that he is not
far from you; He does not stand far off from his people but commits His
redemptive presence to His people when they return to Him.

TUESDAY

SCRIPTURE FOR REFLECTION:
Haggai 1:12

Pray to recognize areas where personal comfort or busy routines have
taken first place over God's priorities. Ask for a soft heart that hears His
voice through Scripture rather than the noise of daily life.

WEDNESDAY

SCRIPTURE FOR REFLECTION:
1 Timothy 2:1-4

Pray for the leaders in our church. Ask the Lord to grant them the
same humble willingness to obey his promptings immediately,
as those in Haggai's time, without delay or excuse.

THURSDAY

SCRIPTURE FOR REFLECTION:
Matthew 6:25-34 + |Isaiah 41:10

Pray over any areas of anxiety, weakness, or discouragement
within yourself and our church.

FRIDAY

SCRIPTURE FOR REFLECTION:
Ephesians 3:14-20 + Haggai 1:14

Just as God stirred the Spirits of Zerubbabel, Joshua, and the remnant,
ask him to spark fresh enthusiasm and passion within your own Spirit
for His Kingdom work.

15
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FAITHFUL TRUST

TRUSTING GOD’S PRESENCE AND PROMISES
HAGGAI 2:1-9

QUESTIONS & DISCUSSION

Nostalgia and memories of the past can skew our hope for the future.
Is the way that you reflect on the way things have been keeping you
from being able to dream about what God may do in the future?

How can you participate in build the future God has for our church
and community?

The Lord says that he is going to shake the heavens and the earth in
Haggai 2:6. Does it give you hope or fear at the thought that God could
shake up your life?

God is in control of everything in his creation including what he has
entrusted to us. Do you trust God with what he has entrusted to you,
including your time, giftings, and even finances?




MONDAY

SCRIPTURE FOR REFLECTION:
Revelation 4:1-11

Reflect on God's holiness, and ask Him to help you honor
Him with deep respect and awe.

TUESDAY

SCRIPTURE FOR REFLECTION:
John 6:27

Confess times when you have worked hard for things that do
not satisfy, missing the true peace God offers.

WEDNESDAY

SCRIPTURE FOR REFLECTION:
Proverbs 3:1-10

Pray for strength and a desire to put God first in your
daily time, money, and choices.
THURSDAY

SCRIPTURE FOR REFLECTION:
2 Corinthians 4:7-11

Ask for courage to obey God's voice right away,
even when the task looks hard or small.

FRIDAY

SCRIPTURE FOR REFLECTION:
Acts 5:1-10 + Matthew 6:19-24

Pray for our church, asking the Father to reveal to us if we
are putting our own comforts and homes before His Kingdom.

17
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FAITHFUL LIVING

PURSUING HOLINESS AND OBEDIENCE
HAGGAI 2:10-19

QUESTIONS & DISCUSSION

Is there unconfessed, unrepentant sin in your life? What is keeping you
from repenting of that right now?

Have you been guilty of deceiving yourself to believe you are fine, when
in truth you are living in unrepentant sin?

A key concept Haggai is communicating to the people through the law
is: defilement can spread, but consecration and holiness does not spread
in the same way. How can each member of our church seek the Lord and
pursue holiness together?

"The construction of a new church sanctuary should be just as spiritual
an endeavor as an evangelistic crusade or a missions conference. One
of the best ways to show our spiritual devotion to the Lord is by using
material things to His glory, including money and buildings."

- Warren Wiersbe




MONDAY

SCRIPTURE FOR REFLECTION:
Psalm 63:1-11

Reflect on the Name of God: Elohim - Mighty Creator and
create your own prayer based on these verses.

TUESDAY

SCRIPTURE FOR REFLECTION
Psalm 19:12-14

Acknowledge your hidden sins: Ask the Lord to bring revelation to
your habits or subtle attitudes that defile your daily walk.

WEDNESDAY

SCRIPTURE FOR REFLECTION
Colossians 1:15-20

Thank God for His righteousness that covers your unrighteousness.
THURSDAY

SCRIPTURE FOR REFLECTION:
Matthew 5:13-16

Give your daily schedule, work, and personal desires over to the Lord. Pray for
Him to use you and for your eyes to be opened to His Kingdom Opportunities.

FRIDAY

SCRIPTURE FOR REFLECTION
Revelation 2:4-5

Pray for the Holy Spirit to wash away apathy within our Church
and renew an authentic devotion to God. Remember your first love.

19
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FAITHFUL SERVICE

LEAVING A LEGACY THAT ADVANCES GOD’S KINGDOM
HAGGAI 2:20-23

QUESTIONS & DISCUSSION

God is in control of the heavens and the earth. In what ways do you
worry about the circumstances of your life? How can we surrender those
worries to the Lord?

God has uniquely equipped every believer with talents, gifts, and abilities
to be used for His glory. That includes your vocation, your family, and your
friends. How might you steward these areas for His glory?

During key moments where God is at work in the lives of His people,
there will be tests and moments of deep discouragement. How might we
encourage one another to see the work through and stay faithful?

The work of God has begun, is being sustained, and continues to be
encouraged by His Word. Give thanks for the finished work of Jesus and
the opportunity that lies before us to work together to edify one another.




MONDAY

SCRIPTURE FOR REFLECTION:
Ephesians 1:11-19

Reflect on God's sovereignty and pray for spiritual insight.
TUESDAY

SCRIPTURE FOR REFLECTION:
Ephesians 5:6-17

Ask the Lord to reveal any hidden, selfish pride and to
align your daily work with eternal values.

WEDNESDAY

SCRIPTURE FOR REFLECTION:
Revelation 1:4-8

Thank God for His future plans for the Church.
THURSDAY

SCRIPTURE FOR REFLECTION:
Matthew 13:24-30

Release the results of your labor into God's hands.
Pray knowing His plans cannot be shaken.

FRIDAY

SCRIPTURE FOR REFLECTION:
1 Corinthians 8:1-15

Pray that our Church will seek Kingdom Impact: That all members’ words,
actions, and resources point people to Jesus long after we are gone.

21
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HAGGAI

CHAPTER ONE

COMMAND TO REBUILD THE TEMPLE

'In the second year of King Darius, on the first day of the sixth month, the
word of the Lord came through the prophet Haggai to Zerubbabel son of
Shealtiel, the governor of Judah, and to Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high
priest: 2"The Lord of Armies says this: These people say: The time has not
come for the house of the Lord to be rebuilt.” 3The word of the Lord came
through the prophet Haggai:*"ls it a time for you yourselves to live in your
paneled houses, while this house lies in ruins?" °Now, the Lord of Armies
says this: "Think carefully about your ways: ®You have planted much but
harvested little. You eat but never have enough to be satisfied. You drink
but never have enough to be happy. You put on clothes but never have
enough to get warm. The wage earner puts his wages into a bag with a
hole in it." "The Lord of Armies says this: "Think carefully about your ways.
8Go up into the hills, bring down lumber, and build the house; and | will be
pleased with it and be glorified,” says the Lord. °"You expected much, but
then it amounted to little. When you brought the harvest to your house, |
ruined it. Why?" This is the declaration of the Lord of Armies. "Because my
house still lies in ruins, while each of you is busy with his own house. '°So
on your account, the skies have withheld the dew and the land its crops.
"l have summoned a drought on the fields and the hills,on the grain, new
wine, fresh oil, and whatever the ground yields, on people and animals, and
on all that your hands produce.”

THE PEOPLE’S RESPONSE

2Then Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, the high priest Joshua son of Jehozadak,
and the entire remnant of the people obeyed the Lord their God and the
words of the prophet Haggai, because the Lord their God had sent him. So
the people feared the Lord. Then Haggai, the Lord's messenger, delivered
the Lord's message to the people: "l am with you — this is the Lord's decla-
ration.” The Lord roused the spirit of Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, gover-
nor of Judah, the spirit of the high priest Joshua son of Jehozadak, and the
spirit of all the remnant of the people. They began work on the house of the
Lord of Armies, their God, on the twenty-fourth day of the sixth month, in
the second year of King Darius.

CHAPTER TWO

ENCOURAGEMENT AND PROMISE

'On the twenty-first day of the seventh month, the word of the Lord came
through the prophet Haggai: 2"Speak to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel,
governor of Judah, to the high priest Joshua son of Jehozadak, and to the
remnant of the people: **Who is left among you who saw this house in its
former glory? How does it look to you now? Doesn't it seem to you like
nothing by comparison? “Even so, be strong, Zerubbabel — this is the Lord's
declaration. Be strong, Joshua son of Jehozadak, high priest. Be strong, all
you people of the land — this is the Lord's declaration. Work! For | am with
you — the declaration of the Lord of Armies. °This is the promise | made to
you when you came out of Egypt, and my Spirit is present among you; don't
be afraid.'"



HAGGAI

CHAPTER TWO

(CONTINUED)

°For the Lord of Armies says this: "Once more, in a little while, | am going
to shake the heavens and the earth, the sea and the dry land. 7l will shake
all the nations so that the treasures of all the nations will come, and | will
fill this house with glory,” says the Lord of Armies. 8 The silver and gold
belong to me" — this is the declaration of the Lord of Armies. °"The final
glory of this house will be greater than the first,” says the Lord of Armies.
"I will provide peace in this place” — this is the declaration of the Lord of
Armies.

FROM DEPRIVATION TO BLESSING

°On the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, in the second year of Darius,
the word of the Lord came to the prophet Haggai: " This is what the Lord of
Armies says: Ask the priests for a ruling. ?If a man is carrying consecrated
meat in the fold of his garment, and it touches bread, stew, wine, oil, or any
other food, does it become holy?" The priests answered, "No." *Then Haggai
asked, "If someone defiled by contact with a corpse touches any of these,
does it become defiled?"” The priests answered, "It becomes defiled.” “Then
Haggai replied, "So is this people, and so is this nation before me — this is
the Lord's declaration. And so is every work of their hands; even what they
offer there is defiled. " Now from this day on, think carefully: Before one
stone was placed on another in the Lord's temple, '®'what state were you in?
When someone came to a grain heap of twenty measures, it only amounted
to ten; when one came to the winepress to dip fifty measures from the vat,
it only amounted to twenty. "I struck you — all the work of your hands —
with blight, mildew, and hail, but you didn't turn to me — this is the Lord's
declaration. "®From this day on, think carefully; from the twenty-fourth day
of the ninth month, from the day the foundation of the Lord's temple was
laid; think carefully. ®Is there still seed left in the granary? The vine, the
fig, the pomegranate, and the olive tree have not yet produced. But from
this day on | will bless you."

PROMISE TO ZERUBBABEL

20The word of the Lord came to Haggai a second time on the twenty-fourth
day of the month: 2"Speak to Zerubbabel, governor of Judah: | am going to
shake the heavens and the earth. 22| will overturn royal thrones and destroy
the power of the Gentile kingdoms. | will overturn chariots and their riders.
Horses and their riders will fall, each by his brother's sword. 220On that

day" — this is the declaration of the Lord of Armies — "I will take you,
Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, my servant” — this is the Lord's declaration

— "and make you like my signet ring, for | have chosen you." This is the
declaration of the Lord of Armies.
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